Document F—1. This document is a three page memorandum dated 5/22/66, 
to Director, Minneapolis District, from Walter L. Stauffacher, Inspector. 
Subject: Scientology Investigation. This memorandum consists of an 

investigation and interview of individuals regarding Scientology. 

This document is released with deletions. The deleted material in this 
document consists of names, addresses, and identifying characteristics, 
which if released would constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy. These deletions are exempt under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(7)(C). 
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DIRECTOR, MINNEAPOLIS DISTRICT 


May 26, 1966 


Walter L. Stauffacher 
Inspector 

Scientology Investigation 


Scientology - Twin Cities 


On Hay 19, 1966 , ( 
Bureau , contactec 


of the Minneapolis Setter Business 


nie stating that the I'Sci'entology group is again active in 
the Twin City area. Two people contacted hire stating that machines are being 
used for psychoanalysis and that a course is being offered for anyone interested 
in "bettering themselves." He stated that he also had additional inquiries re¬ 
garding acientolcgy and its practice in general. 

The firs t ind ividual who called regarding the use of a machine was 

of "hers, who wished to remain’ anonymous, had a 15 year old child who was having 

The child had been taking the course for approximately 
two weeks end had showed some improvement during that time. However, the course 
was very expensive and her primary interest was whether tre course and the group 
were legitimate, j^ ^ ^ ^^^^ called on Kay 5, 1966 and stated that if the anonymous 
individual had any questions he would callthe Better Business 
Bureau, ... 


BUREAU OF REGULATORY COMUIIAKCE ‘ June 1, 1966 

Tor your information on the activities of our Scientology group. We plan 
no further investigation at this tine unless directed. 


* ' ■ Jamas W. Swanson 

' ’" ’* ’ Supervisory Inspector 

SRC - Orig + L cc. ^ 

cc: 

JWS:jc ' ' . 

0-2-66 ..V ; ■ .. . 
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On the afternoon of the same day an anonymous man contactedjilg# 
told^ssenttally the same story regarding his 15 year old bd 
t>y llllllilli' (Apparently this was tha individual referred to by 


and 

as had been told 


concluded by stating that apparently the firm has began distri- 
suting circulars inviting attendance at a beginning course in Scientology which 
is being held at 2312 32r.d Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minne sota . These "Orien¬ 
tation” courses are held every Sunday evening. stated that he 

planned to attend one of the courses in the nearfuture and would keep in touch 
with us as to any of the activities cf the group. 

On May 20, 1966 I contacted) 


Jand asked her if she had any more specific 
information regarding the use of machinery by this group, she stated that. 


friend of hers,j 


had a 15 year old son with whom ha had^ 


/Th is,, lad is extreme ly intelligent, being in the upper IX of the 
national average. - attended one of the orientation lectures, (she 

did not know the e SKta-oFe s a as to where this lecture was held). 
description of the machine used is that it is a floor model, with amts, amtvo 
electrodes chat are like."beer cans." These electrodes are held in cither hand 
and then the subject is asked various questions and bis reaction response recorded 
At a later date, the'subject is told to again think about the identical questions 
and again the reaction response is recorded. The individuals using the machine 
make no curative or therapeutic claims. Apparently tha group has more than one 
machine as one failed to work properly and they then went upstairs and obtained 
another, according not know the names of any of the 

individuals except th£ 


me of the psychologist 
stated that she had attended this meeting with 


On Kay 26, 1966, 


Larry, 




glace of employment, 
that althcug 

•dT<r "give me hie uerne^and pHohiT numoer as being””tVie "father of the individual who 
is being treated by the Scientology group, all of the information received by us 
1 b used sol ely for Inves tigational purposes and remains in the strictest of 
confidence, f^l^^g^^^^appea-ed to be quite willing to talk; however, as he 
frankly admittecHTmost of this was much too technical for him and he therefore 
did not understand it. 

^cn ^frequently by 

had reecESonced tha 


Scientology 

course. The coat of the course "was” $ IOC for the first two week period and then 
$250 for each of tvo two-week periods thereafter. Total cost of the course is 
£600 for a six-week period. stated that this group was using a 

new way of approaching psychology by releasing "inner thinking." 
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After tEe six-weeks course,has been completed, the psychologist at Scientology 
then may suggest more courses or that tha course be discontinued depending upon 
the needs of the subject. The subjects are told not to discuss the method of 
treatment or anything else concerning the group with any outsiders. 
stated that hts son has not even discussed the functions of tha group with him. 


stated "that the boy has now completed approximately four weeks of the 
course and he plans on having him drop tha last two weeks and disc onti nue. He. 
added that he has no proof of any foul play regarding the group o 
The boy appears to have improved and has also admitted to his £&ther~thac he is 
now feeling better. However that he has not decided whether 

all this is worth the money tflst/E been investing. 


jThe, onl^machine used on the boy was essentially the same as that discussed by 
That is a machine, with two electrodes which the subject holds And 
rhenT aa~'he is interrogated his reactions are recorded .^.Ap paren tly the machine 
is based on reflex action, , as no cura¬ 

tive J 2 £_therap«ui:ic claims are maclPwith the machineso stated 

£ ^ o £ 


with the machine 
devout member of the Scientology group. 


aiso 

* i sawi 

This summer he is 


is a 

p 1 aniTihg" on attending an advanced course in Scientolcgy held in Saint Hill, 
England. This is a final course, at a c os t of $5,000,- which will enable him 
to become & .Sclentoiocy psvcholcsist. ^^^^^^^^ ^PconcluJ.aa by stating it is his 


fear tha 
the same to 



may be "taken in" by the group and as a result could do 
lis subjects. 


The Scientology group in the Twin Cities is being run by husband and wife; 
however id not have their names at the time. He stated that they 

were on a check receipt at his boms and if needed he could obtain them for us. 

All of his checks are made out to the Minnesota Technical Institute of Scientology 
Another nx*.mber, Jen ’X’ksr, who is a member of the School of Psychology, University 
of Minna sets, is ei.y known to be a dedicated member of the Scientology grout. 

Sinca it appears that there is no violation of tha Food, Drug, and Ccsaiatic 
Act at the present time, the investigation was terminated at this point. The 
above material is being submitted for information purposes. 


Valter L. Stauffacher 
Inspector 


WLS:jc 
5-26-66 
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DIRECTOR, MINNEAPOLIS DISTRICT 




May 26, 1966 


Walter L. Stauffacher 
^Inspect or-• *- **T 

1Scientology Investigation 




, Scientology .» Twin Cities 

,i . : • •• v i.‘ jl*v*K*-Vv ' \i*. n-C') ' 

* N v • " 1 rv ^ TCS^US 


On May 19,' 1966, Mr.- Joseph Cartwright , of the Minneapolis Better Business 
Bureau, contacted me stating that the Scientology group is again active in 
.'the Twin City area. TWO people contacted him stating that machines are being’ 
'need for psychoanalysis and that a course is being offered for anyone interested 
in ’’bettering themselves.” He stated that he also had additional Inquiries re¬ 
garding Scientology and its-practice in general. 


Th e first individ ual who called regarding the use of a machine was^Mr ST J oyceJ 
^Ahr. 5 920_Newtoq Avenue S outh .^Hinneapbria, Min nesota-, She stated tHat~a~friend 
^©’£"hers, who wished to remain atibnymouaiT had a 15 year old child who .was having 
^problems ccuasunicating} ) The child had been taking the course for approximately 
,-two weeks and had showed some improvement during that time. However, the course 
<.1(83 very expensive a nd her primary interest was whether the course and the group 
were legitimate. /Mrs, Ahr ^called on May 5, 1 966 and stated that if the anonymous 
individual had any queatTons he would call HrT~Cartwri ght"at the Better Business 
.^Bureau. . •-u- ->-■* • ••• •s- • 5 »- , < 1 


BUREAU OP REGULATORY COMPLIANCE 


June 1, 1966 


'For your information on the activities of our Scientology group.. We plan 
no further investigation at this tine unless directed. .. ,. - 


J - V- W * SwahSOO 


Supervisory Inspector 

'<<; 'll 


~.-.i - h-a t - hk ■:>:n 


BRC Orlg + Uc. . ... ..... . . „ - . 


JW5:jc 

6 - 2-66 




iai w^i i r«'ft«^ Si a > ^S-<i rrt ffeg£iSatog£l^i&£iaS« -iSiai^< 2ISa^agaa toa^-aia^a^ .^ i gaaa5jafe fgB»;4^5.^iL.^aaa>arK.’&« 
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day an anonynsous man •• contacted ffir. _C*r tvrlght - and 
>ry regarding his 15 year old b^as"KSd’'Been told 


On ths afternoon of the a am, 

told e ssenti ally the same story regarding _ 

MrsTAhr? (Apparently this waa tha individual referred tO (by~Mr». Ah r.") 


boy 


MrT~~Cartwr lght^concluded by stating that apparently the firm has began distri¬ 
buting circulars inviting attendance at a beginning course in Scientology which 
is being held at 2312 32nd Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota. These "Orien¬ 
tation" courses are held every Sunday evening. c Mr~ Cartwrlght Pstated that he 
planned to attend one of the courses in the near future end would keep in touch 
with us-as to any of the activities of the group; - ■ . ■ -.. 


On May 20, 1966 I contacted^ Slra. Ahrl and asked her-if she had any more specific 
information regarding the use of machinery by this group. She stated that, a 
friend of hers.^M r. Frank Benson ,) had a 15 year old .son with whom he had ^problems 
icomunieating.J 'This lad-is extremely intelligent, being in the upper 1^ of the 
.national average,!^ Mrs, Ahr] had attended one of the orientation lectures, (she 
did not know the exact addressees to where this lecture was held), (' Mrs. Ahr*a ) 
description of the machine used is that It is a floor model, with dial's, and two 
electrodes that are like."beer cans." These electrodes are held in either hand 
and then the subject is asked various questions and bis reaction response recorded, 
At a later date, the subject is told to again think about the identical questions 
and again the reaction response is recorded. The Individuals using the machine 
make no curative or therapeutic claims. Apparently the group has more than one , 
machine as one failed to work properly and they then went upstairs and obtained 
another, according to /krs. AhrJ / Krs, Ahr ) did not know the names of any of tha 
individuals except that one of the psychologists waa called "Larry. "^Mrs. AhrJ 
stated that she had attended this meeting with(for. Benson.] * ->-.<■ 

On May 26 , 1966, I contacted( Hr. Benson) at hie place of employment .(t he Remington 
Rand Of fice (p hone number 33 5-9321).] It old/ Mr. Benson ) that althcuah fMrsl Ahr^ 

'd i”d g'ive ne his' name and phone number as being the father of the individual who 
Is being treated by the Scientology group, all of the information received by ua 
is used solely for investigational purposes and remains in the strictest of 
confidence. appeared to be quite willing to talk; however, as he 

frankly admitted, most of this was much too technical for.him and ha therefore 
did not understand It. 


^ Mr. Rgpflon* a)bov had been attending ths Bloomington School System ^ nd had been 
seen frequently by / Mr. Ubanks , a psychologi st of the Bloomington S choo l System, ] 
/Hr. Ubanks j had recoaaaanded that fr lr. BetVfo? have his" boy enroll in tree Scientology 
course. The cost of the course was $100 for the first two week period and then 
$250 for each of two two-week periods thereafter. Total cost of the course ia 
$600 for e six-week period. / Mr. UbanksJ had stated that this group waa using a 
new way- of approaching psychology by releusing "inner thinking." 
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-'After tEe six-weeks course has been completed, the psychologist at Scientology 
then may suggest more courses or that tha course be discontinued depending upon -. 
tha'needs: of'the subject. The subjects are told not to discuss the-method of 
{treatment or anything else concerning the group with any outsiders. / Mr. Benson ) 
stated that his son has not even discussed the.functions of the group with him. 7 


/ 


Hr. Benson) stated that the boy has now completed approximately four weeks of the 
course and he plans on having him drop the last two weeks and discontinue. Ha 
' l added that he has no proof of any foul play regarding the group or (Mr. Ubecka .) 

. The boy appears to have improved and has Also admitted to his father that no is 
' now feeling better. However J Mr. Benson /s tated that he has not decided whether 
; all this is worth the money that/iVhs been investing, 

The only machine used on the boy was essentially the sama as'that discussed-by 
/ Mrs. Ahr .) That is a machine with two electrodes which the subject holds and 
then as he is interrogated his reactions are recorded. Apparently tha machine 
. Is based on reflex action, /lie. Eenscnl stated, as did/Mrs. Ahr| that no cura- 
tive or therapeutic claims are mace with the machine. /Mr/ Behson ^alao stated . 
that/ nr, UbanksJ Is a devout member of tha Scientology group. This sunnier he is 
planning on attending an advanced course iu Scientology held in Saint Hill, 
England. This Is a final course, at a cost of $5,000, which will enable him 
to become a Scientology psychologist. ^ftt^^Eanson^concluded by stating it is his 
fear that(Mr. Ubanks) may be "taken In" by tha group and as a result could do 
the same to any oi r.is subjects. i 

The Scientology group in the Twin Cities is being run by husband and wife; 
however, ^Hr. Benson ]did not have their names at the time. He stated that they 
were on a check receipt at his heme and if needed he could -obtain them for us. 

All of his checks are made out.to the Minnesota Technical Institute of Scientology 
Another member, Jan * ; TXdisr-jho is a member of the/’School of Psy cholo gy. U niversi ty 
of Minnesota/, is' Known to be a dedicated member of the Scientology group. 

Sinca it appears that there is no violation of tha Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act at the present time, Che investigation was terminated at this point. The 
above material is being submitted for information purposes. 


WLS:Jc 
5-26-66 


. Welter L. Stauffaehsr 
Inspector 





